Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  time  for  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
has  arrived  ; and,  on  the  whole,  the  report  is  again 
fairly  satisfactory.  Although  the  large  blot  which 
usually  disfigures  the  statement  is  still  only  too  evident 
— that  of  the  high  rate  of  infant  mortality. 

The  vital  statistics  are  as  under  : — 

The  number  of  registered  births  is  205  (two  more 
than  last  year). 

The  number  of  deaths  is  79  (same  as  last  year), 
while  seven  more  deaths  were  notified  of  Darfield 
persons  who  died  in  Public  Institutions  outside  Darfield. 

During  the  year  16  new  houses  have  been  built. 
This  at  the  rate  of  five  persons  per  house,  raises  the 
estimated  population  by  80. 

The  number  of  births,  less  the  total  of  deaths,  gives 
a further  natural  increase  of  119.  Therefore,  the  total 
population  increase  may  be  estimated  at  119  + 80,  or  199. 
This  raises  the  estimated  population  from  4,866  to 
5>o65. 
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The  certified  causes  of  death  are  as  under  : — 


Measles  . . . . 6 

Whooping  Cough  . , . . 2 

Diarrhoea  ..  ..  12 

Septic  Diseases  . . . • 2 

Phithisis  . . . • 9 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ..  4 

Cancer  ..  ..  ..  2 

Bronchitis  . . . . 8 

Pneumonia  . . . . 4 

Premature  Birth  . . . . 6 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition  i 
Heart  Diseases  ..  ..  3 

Other  Causes  . , . . 20 


79  I 

occurred  in  Public  I 
deaths  due  to  the  i 

. . I 

I 

.•4 

. . I 


In  addition  to  these  there 
Institutions  outside  the  district 
following  causes  : — 

Small  Pox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Other  Causes 
Accident 


The  ages  at  death  were  as  under  : — 


Under  one  year 

36 

One  and  under  five.. 

14 

Five  and  under  fifteen 

3 

Fifteen  and  under  twenty-five  , . 

2 

Twenty-five  and  under  sixty-five 

15 

Sixty-five  and  upwards  ,, 

9 

79 

Birth  and  death  rates  : — 

j 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  populat 

ion . . 

40-5 

2. 

Deaths 

15-5 

3- 

Infantile  mortality  per  1,000  registered  births 

1 75 '6 

I 


Infectious  disease  notified  during  the 

year  : — 

I. 

Small  Pox  , , 

7 

2. 

Diphtheria  , . . , 

4 

3- 

Erysipelas 

3 

4- 

Scarlet  Fever 

25 

5- 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

3 

6. 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

43 


I 


{ 
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The  comparative  death  rate  of  the  different 
districts  : — 


Popula- 

tion. 

Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1000 

Edderthorpe,  Tyas  Hill  & New  Hall 

100 

5 

50 

Low  Valley 

1.384 

31 

22*3 

Darfield  Proper  and  Snape  Hill 

3.045 

36 

11*8 

Darfield  Bridge  and  Millhouses 

636 

7 

1 1 *006 

These  statistics  point  out  several  important 
details  : — 

1.  The  total  number  of  deaths  is  about  the 

same  as  it  was  last  year. 

2.  Birth  rate  decreasing. 

3.  Increase  in  infantile  mortality. 

4.  A small  epidemic  of  Small  Pox. 

5.  Amount  of  Dypththeria  diminished,  but 

the  amount  of  Scarlet  Fever  remains  at 
the  same  level  as  it  was  last  year. 

Of  these  various  items,  the  diminution  of  the  birth 
rate  is  important,  but  I have  no  suggestion  to  make 
with  regard  to  effecting  an  improvement.  I do  not 
know  of  any  specific  cause  for  the  diminution  in  this 
district. 


But  with  regard  to  the  increased  infantile  mortality, 
there  undoubtedly  is  much  which  can  be  done  to  prevent 
this  waste  of  life.  The  two  main  causes  are 
“ Ignorance  and  “ dirt.” 
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Education  and  the  force  of  general  public  opinion 
can  undoubtedly  do  much  to  remedy  this.  The 
experiment  has  been  tried  in  some  parts  of  the  West 
Riding  of  teaching  some  of  the  rudiments  of  hygiene  in 
the  schools  to  the  elder  children,  and  the  results  are 
said  to  be  very  encouraging.  Further,  the  systematic 
teaching  of  a trained  district  nurse  would  do  much  good, 
and,  finally,  I propose  to  give  Ambulance  Lectures  for 
women,  in  the  course  of  which  I hope  to  teach  a few  of 
the  rudiments  of  child  rearing. 


With  regard  to  the  causes  of  death,  you  will  observe 
that  those  due  to  Diarrhoea  still  head  the  list.  This, 
remember,  is  a filth  disease,  and  must  be  combated  by 
some  of  the  measures  I have  mentioned.  I believe  one 
of  the  most  fruitful  causes  of  the  Diarrhoea  and  of  the 
Thrush,  which  is  so  common  in  children.  Is  the  habit  of 
giving  the  children  “comforters”  to  suck,  which,  when 
not  in  use,  are  allowed  to  become  contaminated  by 
every  organic  and  decomposing  mess  Into  which  they 
may  chance  to  fall.  They  are  absolutely  unnecessary, 
and  are  only  a cause  of  disease. 


The  death  toll  of  consumption  still  increases,  and, 
so  far  as  I know,  absolutely  nothing  is  done  in  this 
district  to  prevent  its  spread.  If  one  could  only  get 
people  to  understand  that  It  is  a contagious  disease,  and 
that  those  who  suffer  from  it  are  in  all  probability  as 
dangerous  to  others,  as  Is  a leper  (the  Bacillus  of  one 
disease  very  much  resembles  that  of  the  other)  to  others 
In  a community,  more  would  be  done  to  prevent  its 
distribution. 


The  old  time  remedy  for  Leprosy  was,  as  you  know, 
bjinishment  from  the  community.  Now,  the  banishment 
could  be  made  much  more  endurable  than  it  used  to  be, 
and  one  feels  that  the  healthy  ought  to  be  protected 
from  the  infected. 
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With  regard  to  infectious  disease  ; in  common  with 
many  of  the  neighbouring  districts,  we  received  a visit 
from  the  Small  Pox  epidemic.  The  usual  facts  were 
made  manifest,  especially  to  those  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  removed  to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital, 
viz.  : — 

1.  That  all  those  who  had  once  been  vaccinated, 

it  they  took  the  disease  at  all,  did  so  in  a 
very  much  milder  form  than  those  who  had 
never  been  vaccinated. 

2.  That  vaccination  to  be  effective  must  cover  a 

fairly  large  surface,  whether  that  surface 
be  obtained  by  one  or  more  vesicles. 

3.  That  less  irritation  Is  caused  by  dividing  the 

surface,  i.e.,  by  making  several  insertions, 
than  by  making  one  large  sore  place. 

4.  That  nearly  every  person  who  had  not  been 

vaccinated  for  ten  years,  was  susceptible 
to  revaccination,  and  was,  therefore,  liable 
to  a mild  attack  of  small  pox. 

With  regard  to  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet 
Fever,  much  anxiety  has  been  caused  by  the  fact  that 
the  Hospital  to  which  they  used  to  be  removed,  proves 
to  be  too  small  to  accommodate  the  cases  as  they  arise. 
Consequently  the  isolation  system  breaks  down.  I 
cannot  say  too  emphatically  if  the  system  is  adopted,  it 
must  be  free  from  these  break  downs,  or  it  Is 
absolutely  useless. 

The  Sewerage  Works,  when  completed,  for  some 
time  gave  very  bad  results,  apparently  the  result  of  a 
discrepancy  between  the  expected  and  the  actual  amount 
of  the  sewage  flow.  However,  the  discrepancy 
gradually  vanished,  and  the  results,  if  not  quite  all  that 
we  had  hoped  for,  are  still  much  better  than  they  were 
during  the  early  part  of  the  summer. 
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The  general  conditions  of  the  streets  is  often  most 
unsightly,  and  it  is  necessarily  very  unsanitary.  Dirty 
paper,  hair  pins,  nails,  glass,  and  offal  of  all  sorts  being 
very  much  in  evidence.  You  will  remember  that  I 
suggested  the  use  of  wire  baskets  to  be  placed  at 
intervals  in  the  streets  in  the  hopes  of  preventing  some 
of  this  from  being  thrown  about.  Perhaps  the  township 
may  find  some  better  way  than  this  of  remedying  that 
which  is  undoubtedly  a disgrace  to  the  place. 


I remain,  Gentlemen, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


RICHARD  FIELD  CASTLE. 


DARFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Offices, 
ist  January, 


Darfield, 

1906. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  First  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1905. 

Scavenging. 

In  the  Scavenging  Department  the  work  has  been 
kept  well  in  order,  2,275  ashpit  emptyings  have  taken 
place,  1,518  loads  of  night  soil,  and  1,135  loads  of  bell 
cart  refuse  have  been  carted  away.  244  days’  work  have 
been  done  on  the  highways  by  the  Council’s  teams, 
which  is  equal  to  a little  more  than  one-and-a-half  days 
per  w^eek  for  each  horse. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  is  an 
increase  of  115  ashpit  emptyings,  202  loads  of  night  soil 
carted  away  and  66  days’  work  done  on  the  highways, 
and  a decrease  of  89  loads  of  bell  cart  refuse  carted 
away. 

This  decrease  may  probably  be  accounted  for 
somewhat  from  the  fact  that  I always  endeavour  to 
impress  upon  the  people  the  desirability  of  burning  all 
vegetable  and  decomposable  refuse  matter,  instead  of 
throwing  it  into  a corner  to  wait,  possibly  a week  or  so, 
for  the  bell  cart  to  come  round  and  fetch  it  away. 


8 


I have  to  say  that  I am  experiencing  considerable 
difficulty  in  various  parts  of  the  district  in  trying  to 
pursuade  people  to  screen  their  ashes  at  the  time  of 
putting  them  on  the  screen,  instead  of  leaving  them  (as 
some  of  the  people  do)  for  somebody  else  to  screen. 
Consequently  the  result  is,  that  when  I go  round,  I very 
often  find  screens  covered  completely  with  ashes,  and  on 
enquiries  being  made,  naturally,  they  belong  to  nobody. 

However,  I am  hoping  that  with  time  and  a liberal 
amount  of  patience,  the  people  will  become  educated  up 
to  better  ideas  of  cleanliness  and  their  duties  in  the 
several  other  matters  which  concern  their  health. 

Nuisances. 

The  total  number  of  nuisances  reported  during  iqoS 
is  27,  of  these  24  have  been  abated,  leaving  three  in 
hand.  Two  legal  notices  have  been  served  for  abatement 
of  nuisances  during  1905. 

Overcrowding. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported  and 
dealt  with. 

Disinfecting. 

Disinfecting  has  taken  place  at  seven  houses,  and 
the  necessary  destroying  of  all  infected  bedding,  etc  , in 
consequence  of  the  outbreak  of  small  pox  which  had 
occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Eight  persons 
being  affected. 

Sixteen  houses  have  been  disinfected  after  scarlet 
fever,  two  after  diphtheria,  and  one  after  a fatal  case  of 
consumption. 

Inspection. 

I have  made  weekly  inspections  of  most  of  the 
properties  In  the  district. 
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Cowsheds  have  been  inspected  on  several  occasions. 
Several  are  deficient  in  lighting  and  ventilation,  and  one 
or  two  have  floors  in  a bad  state  of  repair.  Taken  on 
the  whole  they  are  kept  in  a fairly  clean  condition. 


Slaughter  Houses  and  Offensive  Trades. 

Frequent  inspections  of  these  places  have  been  made 
during  the  year.  They  are  kept  in  fairly  satisfactory 
order. 


Pigstys. 

Improvements,  in  the  shape  of  properly  paved 
impervious  floors,  have  been  made  to  several  pigstys 
during  the  year  as  a result  of  my  inspections.  Though 
there  are  a number  yet  that  are  not  all  that  could  be 
desired. 

If  the  pigkeepers  could  only  understand  and  believe 
that  the  cleaner  the  stys  are  kept  and  less  overcrowding 
done,  the  better  would  be  the  health  of  the  pigs,  and 
which  would  naturally  follow — better  bacon. 


Water  Supply. 

During  the  past  year  13  samples  of  drinking  water 
have  been  taken  from  wells,  springs,  etc.,  and  submitted 
for  analysis. 


Six  wells  have  been  cleaned  out  and  repaired 
through  the  recommendations  of  this  Council,  and  three 
wells  have  been  closed. 

Seven  houses  have  had  water  laid  on. 
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Sewerage. 

With  the  exception  of  houses  which  are  outside  the 
drainage  area  and  two  other  properties,  all  the  other 
properties  have  been  connected  to  the  new  main  sev/ers, 
thereby  bringing  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  into  full 
operation. 


It  is  very  pleasing  to  see  the  very  great  and 
important  improvements  which  have  been  made  to  a 
number  of  houses  during  the  year. 

No  fewer  that  66  have  had  the  drains  completely 
reconstructed  and  new  sink  gullies  fixed,  and  72  other 
houses  have  had  new  sink  gullies  fixed. 


Dwellings. 

During  the  year  13  four-roomed  houses  and  two 
six-roomed  houses  have  been  certified  for  occupation. 
The  new  Police  Station  has  also  been  completed  and 
occupied.  The  above  having  ten  ashpit  closets  and  one 
fresh  water  closet.  There  have  also  been  two  old  ashpit 
closets  reconstructed. 


Plans  have  been  passed  for  the  following  : — 24 
houses,  having  14  ashpit  closets  and  two  fresh  water 
closets.  Reconstruction  of  two  ashpit  closets  and  one 
public-house  urinal.  Seven  coal  places  to  existing 
houses.  Five  pigstys  and  one  stable,  horse  box,  open 
shed,  motor  house,  and  wood  sale  shop. 


River  Polution. 

I have  made  regular  inspections  of  the  River 
Dearne,  and  I am  pleased  to  say  its  condition  has  much 
improved  during  the  last  two  months.  Two  complaints 
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have  been  made  to  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  Rivers 
Board,  who  investigated  as  to  the  source  of  pollution, 
and  reported  to  this  Council. 


Roads. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  house  drain 
connections  to  new  sewers  which  have  had  to  be  made 
during  the  year,  the  roads  in  various  parts  of  the  district 
had  got  into  a very  bad  state  of  repair,  but  after  two 
months  of  almost  continuous  recoating  the  roads  are 
once  more  in  excellent  condition. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


ERNEST  HAMMERTON, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances, 


